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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

This action is in response to applicant's amendment filed on 07/27/2009. Claims 1-4, 6- 
26, 28 are still pending in the current application. Claims 5 and 27 are cancelled. This 
action is made Final. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-4, 6-26, 28 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. Applicant amends the claims in 
introducing new limitations and argues that Lemmons et al only truncates the EPG with 
respect to channels. For that reason, the examiner introduces Kamen et al truncating 
the EPG with respect to time in col.2, lines 28-32. And Alexander et al shows in fig.1 
that every program in the grid is associated with channel and time. As a result , this 
action Is made final. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a 
whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Clalms1-4, 6-26, 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Alexander et al In view of Lemmons further in view of Kamen et al, US No. 7503003. 

Re claim 1 , Alexander et al disclose presenting an electronic program guide user 
interface (Ul) illustrating a schedule of multimedia programming in a grid pattern, the 
grid pattern having a time dimension and a channel dimension, each multimedia 
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program shown in the grid pattern being associated with a time and a channel(see fig.1 ; 
a grid guide 22 where every program is associated with channel and time); 

monitoring user interactions with the EPG Ul, including presses of a scroll forward key 
indicative of a user's desire to see future scheduled programming in the EPG UI(EPG 
also records information surrounding the viewer's interaction, col. 28, lines 60-61; see 
fig. 3; the viewer can view program listings scheduled at future times by pressing keys 
32 or 34 to move horizontally about the Grid, col .4, lines 54-56); 

wherein the triggering user interactions include a pre-determined number of 
presses of the scroll forward key or a number of presses of the scroll forward key which 
advances a presentation of a schedule of programming in the grid of the EPG Ul a 
predefined amount of time into the future(the viewer scrolls up and down the listings for 
each channel and from left to right and right to left to view the listings for a channel 
scheduled for different times during the day. Typically, the left-most portion of the guide 
begins with the earliest scheduled programs and continues to the right serially through 
the listings scheduled at later times during the day, col. 10, lines 36-42); 

responding to a user's selection of one or more of the options of the quick EPG- 
navigation Ul(selecting a theme brings up a screen listing, by time, channel, and title, of 
the programs that are consistent with the selected theme on a second-level theme 
screen, col.34, lines 46-49). 

But did not explicitly disclose in response to one or more triggering user interactions, 
presenting a quick EPG- navigation Ul that is inlaid within the grid pattern of the 
schedule of multimedia programming, the EPG-navigation Ul having one or more user- 
selectable options therein, 

wherein the inlaid quick EPG-navigation Ul is presented so that the inlaid quick EPG- 
navigation Ul is logically inlaid between time blocks of the schedule of multimedia 
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programming in tlie grid pattern, tlie grid pattern being truncated witli respect to the time 
dimension to accommodate the quicl< EPG-navigation Ul, and the schedule of 
multimedia programming and inlaid quick EPG-navigation Ul both being presented 
simultaneously. 

However, Lemmons et a! disclose in response to one or more triggering user 
interactions, presenting a quick EPG- navigation Ul that is inlaid within the grid pattern 
of the schedule of multimedia programming, the EPG-navigation Ul having one or more 
user-selectable options therein, wherein the inlaid quick EPG-navigation Ul is presented 
so that the inlaid quick EPG-navigation Ul is logically inlaid between time blocks of the 
schedule of multimedia programming in the grid pattern, the schedule of multimedia 
programming and inlaid quick EPG-navigation Ul both being presented simultaneously. 

(when the Program Guide display mode is initially invoked by pressing the Guide key 
on the remote control , the screen 100 also includes a menu overlay or 
"quickmenu",col.9, lines 19-21; the quick menu 116 contains a plurality of menu choices 
which allow the viewer to control the operation of the interactive program guide, col.9, 
lines 25-27; the calendar cursor and the day part cursor are simultaneously displayed in 
the screen, col. 17, lines 42-44). 

It would have been obvious for any person of ordinary skill in the art at that time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Lemmons into the invention of 
Alexander for the purpose using overlaid for displaying multiple program concurrently. 

And Kamen et al disclose the grid pattern being truncated with respect to the time 
dimension to accommodate the quick EPG-navigation UI(Since a 30 minute program is 
allotted only a small space for the program title and description, titles and/or 
descriptions for half and even full hour programs often must be truncated to fit in the 
allotted space,col.2, lines 28-32). 
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It would have been obvious for any person of ordinary skill in the art at that time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Kamen into the invention of 
Alexander as modified Lemmons for the purpose of truncating the EPG horizontally with 
respect to time. 

Re claim 2, Alexander et al disclose wherein the method further comprises generating 
the quick EPG-navigation Ul and determining which user-selectable options to include 
based upon context of user interactions with the EPG Ul before a triggering user 
interaction (the EPG typically returns to the mode in which the viewer was operating 
immediately before selecting the option that triggered the display of the video clip, 
col.20, lines 10-12). 

Re claim 3, Alexander et al disclose wherein the method further comprises generating 
the quick EPG-navigation Ul and determining positioning of the quick EPG-navigation 
Ul within the EPG Ul based upon context of user interactions with the EPG Ul before a 
triggering user interaction (the viewer can jump to the channel slot for a particular 
channel by entering the digits of the channel identification number on the key pad of the 
viewer's remote control device. The EPG interprets the number and calculates the 
proper position for the EPG cursor. The EPG then displays the cursor at the appropriate 
channel slot on-screen, col. 16, lines 29-35). 

Re claim 4, Alexander et al disclose wherein the method further comprises generating 
the quick EPG-navigation Ul and determining positioning of the quick EPG-navigation 
Ul within the grid pattern of the schedule of multimedia programming based upon 
context of user interactions with the EPG Ul before a triggering user interaction (The 
EPG then displays the cursor at the appropriate channel slot on-screen, col. 16, lines 34- 
35). 

Re claim 6, Alexander et al disclose wherein the triggering user interactions also 
include are selected from a group consisting of: a performance of a designated 
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selection action(the EPG typically returns to the mode in which the viewer was 
operating immediately before selecting the option that triggered the display of the video 
clip,col.20, lines 10-12) . 

Re claim 7, Alexander et al disclose wherein the user- selectable options are selected 
from a group consisting of: option to search future programming based upon one or 
more characteristics of that programming; option to look ahead into the schedule of 
multimedia programming of the EPG Ul; option to view one or more live television 
multimedia programs; option to view one or more on-demand multimedia programs; 
option to view one or more pay-per-view multimedia programs; option to view one or 
more locally stored multimedia programs; option to view one or more pay-per-view 
multimedia programs; option to view one or more multimedia commercial messages; 
option to filter or otherwise adjust the parameters the determine which programs are 
listed by time within the grid(the viewer is also given the option of filtering, col.1 1 , lines 
35-36). 

Re claim 8, Alexander et al disclose after the presenting of the quick EPG-navigation 
Ul ,the quick EPG-navigation Ul comprises one or more display areas, wherein contents 
of such display areas are selected from a group consisting of: one or more options to 
search future programming based upon one or more characteristics of that 
programming ;one or more options to look ahead into the schedule of multimedia 
programming of the EPG Ul; one or more options to view one or more live television 
multimedia programs; one or more options to view one or more on-demand multimedia 
programs; one or more options to view one or more pay-per-view multimedia programs; 
one or more options to view one or more locally stored multimedia programs; one or 
more options to view one or more multimedia commercial messages; one or more 
options to filter or otherwise adjust the parameters the determine which programs are 
listed by time within the grid(see fig.1 ; a grid guide 22; offer search capabilities to the 
viewer to locate information of interest, Col.1 8, lines 52-53),. 
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Re claim 9, Alexander et al disclose wherein the responding to the user's selection 
comprises presenting new content of which is selected from a group consisting of: a 
new EPG Ul listing future programming based upon one or more characteristics of that 
programming; a new grid showing a schedule of upcoming multimedia programming of 
the EPG Ul starting at a time in the future ; a live television multimedia program; a on- 
demand multimedia program; a pay-per-view multimedia program; a locally stored 
multimedia program; a multimedia commercial message(viewer can choose to view the 
Grid Guide in an "all channel" format which displays in some order every channel and 
the listings of programs already in progress or scheduled to begin at some time in the 
future, col. 10, lines 32-35). 

Re claim 10, Alexander et al disclose a first display area comprises at least a portion of 
the schedule of multimedia programming in the grid pattern(see fig.1 , grid guide); 

But did not explicitly disclose a second display area comprises the quick EPG- 
navigation Ul, the second display area inlaid within the grid pattern of the first display 
area. 

However, Lemmons et al disclose a second display area comprises the quick EPG- 
navigation Ul, the second display area inlaid within the grid pattern of the first display 
area (see fig.8; when the Program Guide display mode is initially invoked by pressing 
the Guide key on the remote control, the screen 100 also includes a menu overlay or 
"quick menu", col.9, lines 19-21). 

It would have been obvious for any person of ordinary skill in the art at that time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Lemmons into the invention of 
Alexander for the purpose using overlaid for displaying multiple program concurrently. 



Re claim 1 1 , Alexander et al disclose wherein the quick EPG-navigation Ul is 
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presented so that it is inlaid between time blocks of the schedule of multimedia 
programming in the grid pattern(see fig.7, a quick navigation table). 

Re claim 12, Alexander et al disclose a multimedia presentation system comprising: a 
multimedia presentation device (a television receiver, a VCR, or a cable box, col.3, line 
25); a medium as recited in claim 1(see rejection on claim 1). 

As claim 13, the claimed "the grid pattern having a time dimension and a channel 
dimension, each multimedia program shown in the ,grid pattern being associated with a 
time and a channel; means for receiving a user interaction with the EPG Ul, including 
presses of a scroll forward key indicative of a user's desire to see future scheduled 
programming in the EPG Ul..." is composed as the same structural elements as 
previously discussed with respect to the rejection of claim 1 . 

Re claim 14, Alexander et al disclose further comprising a means for presenting the 
EPG Ul (see fig. 1). 

Re claim 15, is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 6. 
Re claim 16, is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 7. 

As claim 17, the claimed "the grid pattern having a time dimension and a channel 
dimension, each multimedia program shown in the ,grid pattern being associated with a 
time and a channel..." is composed as the same structural elements as previously 
discussed with respect to the rejection of claim 1 . 

Re claim 18, is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 6. 
Re claim 19, is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 7. 
Re claim 20, is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 10. 
Re claim 21 , is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 1 . 
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Re claim 22, Alexander et al disclose wherein the new content is selected from a group 
consisting of: a new EPG Ul listing future programming based upon one or more 
characteristics of that programming; a new grid showing a schedule of upcoming 
multimedia programming of the EPG Ul starting at a time in the future ; a live television 
multimedia program; a on-demand multimedia program; a pay-per-view multimedia 
program; a locally stored multimedia program; a multimedia commercial 
message(viewer can choose to view the Grid Guide in an "all channel" format which 
displays in some order every channel and the listings of programs already in progress 
or scheduled to begin at some time in the future, col. 10, lines 32-35). 

Re claim 23, is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 6. 
Re claim 24, is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 7. 
Re claim 25, is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 1 . 

Re claim 26, Alexander et al disclose wherein the responding to the user's selection 
comprises presenting new content of which is selected from a group consisting of: a 
new EPG Ul listing future programming based upon one or more characteristics of that 
programming; a new grid showing a schedule of upcoming multimedia programming of 
the EPG Ul starting at a time in the future ; a live television multimedia program; a on- 
demand multimedia program; a pay-per-view multimedia program; a locally stored 
multimedia program; a multimedia commercial message(viewer can choose to view the 
Grid Guide in an "all channel" format which displays in some order every channel and 
the listings of programs already in progress or scheduled to begin at some time in the 
future, col. 10, lines 32-35). 

Re claim 28, is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 7. 
Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jean Duclos Saintcyr whose phone number is 571-270- 
3224. The examiner can normally reach on M-F 7:30-5:00 PM EST.If attempts to reach 
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the examiner by telephone are not successful, his supervisor, Brian Pendleton, can be 
reach on 571-272-7527. The fax number for the organization where the application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. Information regarding the status of an 
application may be obtained from the Patent Application Retrieval (PAIR) system. 
Status information for published applications may be obtained from either private PAIR 
or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see htpp://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97(tol I free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, dial 800-786-91 99(IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 

/Jean Duclos Saintcyr / 
/Brian T. Pendleton/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2425 



